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Virginia Romance Writers

Fool for Love First Chapter Contest

Score Sheet

Highest Total Possible Score: 150

Entry No:

Judge No:

Total Score:


Title:



Category: 


Note to Judges:  For your information, please note the entrant's intended market on the cover sheet.  We encourage you to write your comments directly on the manuscript, rating each area with a score of 1-5 on this score sheet.  Do not use half points or zeros.  Please encourage our contestants.  Your constructive comments on the entries or separate critiques are welcomed.

Scoring:
5
Outstanding, ready for publication


4
Very good, could possibly use minor revision


3
Average, has good possibilities with some revision


2
Needs much revision


1
Needs major revision and/or unsuitable for intended line

Mechanics: (total score possible: 25 points)
Score: 




Is the manuscript prepared according to general editorial guidelines?



Is manuscript free of spelling, typographical, grammatical and punctuation errors?



Is there a good use of strong nouns and verbs?  Are adjectives and adverbs used sparingly?



Does the author avoid passive voice?



Is the manuscript smooth and easy to read with a rhythm created by varied sentence length and structure?

Comments: 


Opening: (total score possible: 10 points)
Score: 




Is the reader "hooked" or otherwise drawn into the story right away?



Is the set-up handled well?

Comments: 


Characterization: (total score possible: 15 points)
Score: 




Based on the characters introduced so far, is/are the hero/heroine skillfully developed, believable, sympathetic, and multi-dimensional?



Are secondary characters necessary and non-intrusive?  If no secondary characters have been introduced yet, is there sufficient material for the main character(s) to carry the chapter effectively by themselves?



Do you like the hero/heroine?

Comments: 


Conflict and Motivation: (total score possible: 15 points)
Score: 




Is the conflict believably presented without relying on coincidence or misunderstanding?



Are strong goals introduced for the hero/heroine?



Is the motivation for action, behavior, and attitudes believable for the hero/heroine?

Comments: 


Dialogue and Narrative: (total score possible: 20 points)
Score: 




Is the amount of dialogue balanced in relation to the narrative?



Is the dialogue natural and genuine?



Is the dialogue appropriate to the category/genre?



Does the dialogue have a reason for being there or does it feel superficial?  Do the dialogue and narrative serve to advance the plot?

Comments: 


Description and Setting: (total score possible: 20 points)
Score: 




Does the author use the five senses?



Is the chapter uncluttered with unessential details?



Is there a good balance of action versus narrative and description?



Is the setting well researched and presented?  Is it easy to picture without being intrusive?

Comments: 


Originality: (total score possible: 10 points)
Score: 




Is the plot fresh and original, or does the writer’s skill make a conventional idea appear fresh?



Is the writing void of clichés, stereotypes, and awkward phrasing?

Comments: 


Romantic Tone: (total score possible: 5 points)
Score: 




Is the relationship between the hero and heroine believable and exciting from the initial attraction, emotionally as well as physically?  Does the basis for a romantic relationship begin in an intriguing manner?  If the hero and heroine have not yet met, are there sufficient hints that it will be believable, exciting, and intriguing?

Comments: 


Writing Technique: (total score possible: 25 points)
Score: 




Does the background information provide a sense of time and place without being intrusive?



Is the chapter well-paced?  Does it hold the reader's interest?



Are the transitions between scenes (if any) smooth?



Are the viewpoint switches (if any) handled effectively?



Does the writer show, not tell?

Comments: 


Bonus: (total score possible: 5 points)
Score: 




Based on this prologue/chapter, would you as a reader want to continue reading this book?

Additional Comments:


Entrants, please remember that judges' opinions are subjective.  Weigh them carefully and use your own judgment in deciding whether to accept or disregard any portion of the critique given.

Judge’s signature (optional): 


formcheckbox 
 Published
formcheckbox 
 Romance contest finalist/winner
formcheckbox 
 Experienced critiquer
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